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Table 1. Diagnosing dental neglect: a ‘rule of thumb’ 	
 
 
Features of particular concern 
1. Obvious dental disease: untreated dental disease, particularly that which is 
obvious to a layperson or non-dental health professional. 
2. Significant impact on the child: evidence that dental disease has resulted in a 
significant impact on the child. 
3. Failure to obtain dental care: parents or carers have access to but persistently fail 
to obtain treatment for the child.  












Table 3. Ten selected examples of safeguarding concerns observed in specialist 
paediatric dental practice 
	 31	
Table 4. Paediatric dentists and paediatricians pooling expertise to safeguard 
children: case examples and opportunities 
 
 
